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IAA Life Section Research Grants - Call for Applications

The Call and Research Objectives

The IAA Life Section (IAALS) of the International Actuarial Association (IAA) has as
its primary objective the promotion of actuarial research in the life insurance field, to
push forward the boundaries of actuarial knowledge and to promote and facilitate an
international exchange of views, advice, research and practical information among
actuaries and other experts involved in these fields. The IAALS is thus pleased to
announce a new edition of a research grant to fund new original research leading to a
research paper on developments and innovations in these fields. The research
questions and objectives can comprise, but are not limited to the following topics:

¢ Climate change and its impact on the insurance sector and the actuarial roles
in assessing climate risks

¢ Actuarial data science in life insurance: Models and applications of
techniques such as artificial intelligence or machine learning in life
insurance

o Extreme events such as pandemics and wars: How should we consider them
in mortality forecasts?

¢ Differences in mortality across socio-economic categories and their
impacts on life insurance

e Longevity: Is life expectancy still increasing and for how long?

e Product design in the context of new interest-rates environment

Note again that the above list is not meant to be exhaustive but represents examples
of possible topics that might be of interest to the IAALS.

Applications will be welcomed from academics, practitioners or mixed teams, with the
necessary background.

The Research Output

Research output is expected to be in the form of a scientific paper that is suitable for
publication in a leading scientific journal in the field of Life research.

All research papers featuring significant use of numerical techniques are expected,
but not required, to either be accompanied by tools or code that allows the
techniques discussed to be implemented or include links to open source software and
code for this purpose. All papers should be submitted with a plagiarism check using
recognized plagiarism software, e.g. Turnitin. Funding acknowledgment of the
IAALS is expected in a final publication.

The research and accompanying results should also be presented in the form of a
webinar either for IAALS section members and/or at an IAALS colloquium.
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Submission and Guidelines

This year, the IAALS is pleased to award a one-time research grant ranging from
CAD $20,000-30,000. The IAALS Board may not award any research grant in case
the proposals do not satisfy high academic standards and the IAALS Board also
recognizes that the amount will not set a precedent for future research grant amounts.

Proposal submissions are due by June 15, 2026, and must be submitted in the
English language. Applicants should submit a proposal, including:

l.
2.
3.

b

.
12.

the title;

a short description of the topic(s) to be addressed;

the current state of research in the field: describe your project in the context of the

current state of knowledge in your field and make reference to the most important

publications, particularly by other authors;

the current state of research of the applicants: please present the research work

you have already undertaken in the relevant field, describe the results obtained so

far as well as the relevance of these preliminary undertakings for your project;

the gap in the literature the research aims to fill;

a detailed research plan: please specify the approach you are taking and the

concrete objectives that you aim to achieve in the period of funding;

a. Describe the studies or experiments needed and/or envisaged to reach
the set goals. Assess the risks involved and propose alternatives if
necessary.

b. Characterize existing sources and datasets and describe the data
collection strategy (if needed) and possible alternative strategies.

c. Explain the role of each member of the research team (incl. applicants,
employees, project partners and collaborations).

the impacts and relevance of the project: please describe the expected impacts

of your project for science in general and for practitioners/industry as well. To

what degree can the expected research results be put into practice?

a statement that the research has not been published and is not being

considered for publication at the time of submission;

a schedule for completion of the research: identify key dates or time frames for

research completion and report submissions;

a bibliography, listing all the sources of all concluded and/or ongoing work referred to

in the research plan;

a detailed budget, clearly stating how the required funding will be spent;

the resumes of the applicants, maximum four pages per applicant, indicating how

their background, education, and experience bear on their qualifications to undertake

the project. It should include:

a. Personal information, including the researcher ID (e.g., OrclD, ResearcherlD,

Google Scholar ID);

Education;

Employment history including current position(s);

Institutional responsibilities;

Approved research projects;

Supervision of junior researchers at graduate and postgraduate level

(summary information, the names of the junior researchers should be

indicated);

g. Teaching activities (summary information);

h. Memberships in panels, boards, etc., and individual scientific reviewing
activities;

i Active memberships in scientific societies, fellowships in renowned
academies;

j- Organization of conferences;

k. Prizes, awards, fellowships;

I Major scientific achievements: describe your most important scientific

moang
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achievements in the past five years. Older achievements can be listed if they
are of particularly high importance for the proposal. Describe for each
achievement your specific contribution and the overall impact of the work.

13. a list of the applicants’ research output (peer-reviewed publications, patents and
licenses, public engagements, etc.) relevant for the project, along with applicants’
contact information.

Proposals of less than 20 pages and 80,000 characters (with spaces) will be
accepted; this includes the above listed bullet points 1 to 9, footnotes, illustrations,
formulae, tables (and, if applicable, the table of contents), but not the bibliography. A
minimum of point 10 font size and 1.5 line spacing must be used.

The maximal duration of the project is 24 months and the report from the project together
with the paper should be submitted within 27 months.

Acceptance of proposals: By August 31, 2026, the Board will make a decision on all
proposals and will contact applicants accordingly. The selected project should start
within 6 months of the acceptance notification.

Submissions should be sent via e-mail to the IAALS: |IAALS-Research@actuaries.org

Sincerely,
IAALS Board
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